
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tilden Chronicles: 2010 

Itõs been said that every great story has 

four main parts: òCreationó (setting up 

the context of the story), òFalló (the key 

conflict in the story), òRedemptionó 

(how the hero resolves the conflict) 

and òRestorationó (the òhappily ever 

afteró part). 

The story of Christmas is perhaps the 

most widely told story in all of human 

historyñand itõs a great story, but itõs 

really only  part of a much larger grand 

storyñGodõs story. Jesusõ birth is the 

beginning of the òRedemptionó 

chapter. The redemption chapter is 

always what we look forward to in a 

good story because itõs how the hero 

wins! 

Thatõs why the celebration of Christmas 

for Roseanne and I is about way more 

than presents, family, and parties  (as 

much as we enjoy all of those) . 

Christmas is the òredemptionó chapter , 

and because of what Jesus has done, 

we get to be part of the story. We are 

all living in the beginning of the 

òrestorationó chapter of the story. It 

might not seem like it right now, but 

human history is headed for a grand 

finale thatõs already been written, and 

the hero of the story is Jesus, who will 

make it all right. Wow!  

Merry Christmas from our family to yours !  
 

The Tildenõs story begins this year with 

Mark aboard òKoinoniaó (our boat) in 

the Seattle boat show. Weõd 

volunteered to let the Seattle dealer 

use the boat in the show, but we 

thought it would be best if one of us 

was aboard for the week, so Mark lived 

aboard and acted as chief òtour 

guideó. We escorted probably a 

hundred people through over the 

course of the week, but sales of new 

boats had largely dried up with the 

sinking econ omy.  

 

Meanwhile, Katie was in Togo on the 

central coast of Africa for her 

outreach. She was, for the most part, 

out of touch spending several weeks in 

remote parts of the country. Katie 

returned in February with lots of photos, 

stories, and a new love for people  and 

Jesus through that experience. She 

stayed with us for a couple of months 

before moving back down to Portland 

to live with the family of one of her 

close friends, until she and four other 

girls were able to rent a house 

together, where they are n ow (until 

Katie leaves again ñthis time for 

Thailand,  in Mayéstay tuned for next 
yearõs letter). 

 

We also continued to share dinner and 

talk through Godõs story with several of 

 

We took Dad back to 

Alaska for the first time 

in over 50 years on a 

Celebrity Cruise .   

Tilden's 2010  Highlights:  

January  

Å Mark & Koinonia in the Seattle 

Boat show  

Feburary  

Å The guysõ Valentineõs Day 

Surprise 

Å Katie comes home from Togo  

March  

Å We went  to Arizona with Dad  

April  / May  

Å Selene Rendezvous  

Å Princess Louisa Cruise 

June  

Å Titus James Crosby is Born!  

July  

Å Fireworks Cruise 

Å Two Sunset Cruises for school 

fund -raisers 

August  

Å Second annual 

òneighborhood cruise in the 

Broughton Islands  

September  

Å Big ship cruise to Alaska wi th 

Dad  

October  

Å Making new friends with Soma 

School students  

Å Dadõs 88th birthday  

November  

Å Julie & Keith visit on their way 

to Alaska  

Å Thanksgiving in Gig Harbor 

with kids and Roseanneõs 

brother & family  

December  

Å Mark is working ¾ time  

Å Christmas i n Portland  
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The guys were responsible for 

Valentine õs day this year, and we 

think we did set the bar pretty high!  

our neighbors through the spring.  It 

was an awesome life -changing 

experience!  

The Guys Do Valentineõs Day 

In February, it was the guyõs turn 

again to pull off a Valentine Surprise 

Date for our wives. The group has 

now grown to four couples, so the 

guys put our heads together and 

came up with a plan. We hired a 

limousine to come pick  us up at one 

of the coupleõs houses. The women 

were  only  told  to dress nice, but 

bring casual clothes as well. The 

limousine drove us from Tacoma up 

to Seattle, where we had a brunch 

in a nice waterfront restaurant.  The 

day before, Mark and a couple of 

other neighbors had gone up to 

Seattle and picked up our boat that 

had been in the yard for some 

service, and they moved the boat 

out to the marina that is directly 

below the restaurant where we had 

brunch. After the meal, we took the 

ladies down to the mar ina and 

boarded òKoinoniaó for an 

afternoon cruise back to Gig 

down  the west coast  to the Panama Canal, through 

the canal and across the Caribbean to Florida. They 

came to our Rendezvous to share their stories and 

experience with the  group, and their presentation 

was  a  big hit!  

At the end of the Rendezvous, the first two couples 

left us  and  another dear set of friends joined us for a 

week heading up to Princess Louisa Inlet ñprobably 

one of the  most beautiful places on earth  

(come visit our photo album at 
http://www.t ildens.org/gallery2/main.php?g2_itemId=2790  

to see pictures).  We had a wonderful time with this 

couple as well as two other boats that went with us.  

Weõre Grandparents! 

June brought another big change to our lives when 

Titus James Crosbyñour first grandch ild was born. 

Jessie delivered Titus at home in a natural birth that 

was both horrifying (to see our baby  in such pain) 

and stunningly beautiful. Titus was 9 lbs 2 oz and 22ó 

long and perfectly healthy. As I write this, Titus had his 

Ĳ birthday, and heõs now over 20 pounds with six 

teeth. Heõs a great joy for us (as you who are 

grandparents can understand).  

 

July brought the traditional 4 th of July Fireworks 

viewing from the boat with a variety of friends and 

neighbors aboard. We also did two (back -to -back ) 

òSunset cruisesó with different groups of people 

where we had donated these cruises as fund raisers 

for two different schools. They were both great fun ñ

but we were pretty tired by the end of the second 

Harbor, complete with desert aboard 

and a valentine video slide -show 

Mark put together from photos that 

each of the guys had collected from 

their own albums. It was a great day! 

Now the guys ar e looking forward to 

what the girls pull off for this coming 

yearõs celebration! 

Warming up in Arizona  

In March, we took Dad to Arizona, 

along with Nancy (Markõs sister) and 

her husband. We spent several days  

visiting with Markõs Aunt and Uncle 

there, and  stayed  with Markõs cousin. 

We took Dad to Sedona and a 

couple of other outings and just hung 

out with the family (and warmed up 

in the comfortable Arizona weather!)  

The last weekend of April is always the 

big Selene Ownerõs rendezvous in 

beautiful Roche Harbor in the San 

Juan Islands . This year was particularly 

special because two other couples  
who also own Selenes came and 

stayed with us and then rode up to 

Roche Harbor with us aboard. These 

two couples have both cruised their 

boats from the Northwest, all the way 
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Princess Louisa Inlet is one of the 

most beautiful places on earth.  

Meet  our first grandchild,  Titus James Crosby, born June 19  

http://www.tildens.org/gallery2/main.php?g2_itemId=2790


      

 

 

 

 

 

For to us a child is born,  
to us a son is given,  

and the government will be 

on his shoulders.  

And he will be called  

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God,  

Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.  Of the increase of 

his government there will be 

no end.  
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one ñespecially given that we left the next 

morning f or a month -long cruise on the 

boat!  

2nd  Annual Neighborhood Cruise  

We spent the entire month of August going 

up as far as the Broughton Islands on the 

northwest end of Vancouver Island with 

three different sets of neighbors either 

aboard or along in their own boats over 

the course of the mon th. It was a wonderful 

time with great weather, spectacular 

scenery, and deepen ed friendships.  

North to Alaskaé 

No sooner had we returned from the month 

of cruising on Koinonia, we turned right 

around and headed north again. This time 

it was on a bit larger boat (a 900+ foot 

Celebrity Cruise ship). We wanted to take 

Dad to Alaska, where he had met and 

married Mom some 58 years earlier. We 

visited Ketchikan, Juneau, and Skagway, 

and even managed to find the first little 

house Mom and Dad owned outside 

Juneau in the early 50õs. We all really 

enjoyed the cruise and had amazing 

weather. The four days we were in 

Southeast Alaska were all sunny and warm, 

which is nearly unheard of in September!  

October brought another round of  Soma 

School guests, as well as Dadõs 88th 

birthday, celebrated at our home with 

most of the family coming for the 

celebration.  

In November, Roseanneõs sister, Julie and 

her family  stopped by for a few days on 

their way to  Juneau,  Alaska. They had  

been living in Maryland , until Julie retired 

from the Air Force.  She got a job with the 

state of Alaska, so they packed up both 

cars and drove across the country . They 

stayed with us a few days before catching 

the ferry in Bellingham that takes them to 

Juneau.  

 

Before Julie left, several of Roseanneõs 

family managed to get together at her 

brotherõs place. Patrick is stations at Fort 

Lewis,  just south of Tacoma, so weõve been 

able to reconnect with Patrick and his wife 

Tracy and their daughter Emma now that 

theyõre close. Roseanne was also delighted 

to re -connect with her sister Kathleen, 

whom she hadnõt seen for several years. 

Mark goes to work  

December is, as usual, very busy. Mark has 

gone back to work at his company 

(FlightStats.com) about ¾ time as they 

have some exciting new p roducts in 

development that Mark has been able to 

help define and guide. This has meant a lot 

of trips to Portland (about a 2 -1/2 hour 

drive), but with Katie, Jessica, Robert, and 

Titus all in Portland, there are good reasons 

to be going regularly anyway! Weõll be 

spending Christmas with the kids at Katieõs 

house.  

Thanks for being part of our story!  

As usual, cramming a year of our story into 

a couple of pages is difficult, but itõs fun for 

us to review the year and see all the ways 

that God has worked and blessed this year.  

Many of you played key roles in our story 

this year, and we are thankful for how God 

has used you to shape us and make us 

more like His son, Jesus. Thatõs what life (and 

this story) is really all about!  

 

God Bless you,  

 

 
 

Mark & Roseanne Tilden  

8324 Goodman Dr NW  

Gig Harbor, WA 98332  

Phone:  

Mark: 253 -225-7582 

Roseanne: 253 -225-7581 

Email:  

mark@tildens.org  

roseanne@tildens.org  

 

Come see the photos in 

this newsletter, as well as 

a lot more at our  family 

phot o gallery on the web : 

www.tildens.org/gallery2   
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